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Specialty of Valmiki Ramayanam

Providing several life principles
An illustration...
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lllustration from Ramayanam
(Ravana: Case in point Stage 1: Develop strength)

 Become well qualified in all knowledge
— Mandodari’s description of Ravana’s younger days (Yu. Ka. 111)
SFATTOT QRT STl TSTa] eoT T |
 Make great efforts to get material riches

— One head offered in sacrifice after every 1,000 years of penance
to Brahma

— Get boon from Brahma (although asked for immortality — request
modified — Manusya not in his list) (Ut. K. 10)
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lllustration from Ramayanam
(Ravana: Case in point Stage 1: Develop strength)

* Develop a vast measure of “Greatness”
— Conquer the three worlds
— Great skills of managing people, resources etc.
— Commit the best resources for doing great things

— Lavish sacrifices, danam, Propogate vedas, art,
literature, war craft

— Acquire extraordinary strength, ego
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e
Ravana’s Greatness

e Hanuman’s description of Ravana (Su. K. 49)
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« Rama’s description of Ravana (Yu. K. 59)
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lllustration from Ramayanam
(Ravana: Stage 2: Adharmic Indulgence)

* Greatness is devoid of Goodness
— Violate Dharma (as there is no fear of anything)
— Lose control of all senses
— Go on a rampage and subdue everyone
— No dissent, only pleasing things are told (heard)
— Go to any level to achieve what is desired

* Some episodes confirming this
— Gods complaining to Mahavisnu (Ba. K. 15)
— When he was in Janasthana — how fearful it was (Ar. K.)
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.
Snippets of evil & its effects

* Ravana — Sita Dialogues
— YT Y& 9% Tode 7 G |
— T ST IEATOT &0 GHST 4T |l (Su. K. 20.5)

It is the privilege and prerogative of the community to which | belong to rape
other women and carry them away

— TE W=l 1 a1 |i=d Fal o Ared |
— T & TImRIaT o FrgIramatsiar | (su. K. 21)

Are there no good people in Lanka, are there no honest men who care for
righteous conduct and would you not be guided by them?

 Hanuman’s remarks about Ravana (Su. K. 49: 17 — 20):

— What prevents him from attaining the fullness of power is his adharma

— He does not employ all his powers to push righteousness causes to
fruition

— By his continued career of cruelty & unscrupulous use of power he has
made everybody his enemy and all good people are against him
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lllustration from Ramayanam
(Ravana: Stage 3: Get curses)

* Invite the wrath of people and get curses
— Anaranya — one descendants of Ikshvaku will kill you (Yu. K. 60)
— Vedavati — | will come to make your end, Is she Sita? (Yu. K. 60)

— Because this wicked person does not care for the honour of
women his end will come thru the other sex (Ut. K. 24)

— Nandi — Monkeys will come and destroy your whole family (Yu.
K. 60)

— Rambha — Nalakubera episode - Head will blow to seven pieces
if you approach an unwilling woman (Ut. K. 26)

— Punjikasthala on her way to Brahma — Head will blow to
100 pieces if you approach an unwilling woman (Yu. K.13)
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lllustration from Ramayanam
(Ravana: Stage 4: Destruction begins)

* Listen to nobody, no good counselling possible

— Marica to Ravana — give up the plan of abduction
« AT TOUEA 9H: |IY: ¥cd WERA: | (Ar. K. 37:13)

— Malyavan — Grand Uncle of Ravana feels Rama is
divine, asking Ravana to give back Sita

* Ravana dismissed the idea, felt Rama has been kicked
out of the kingdom and not strong enough etc.

—Jatayu to Ravana — return back Sita (Ar. K. 50:
20)
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lllustration from Ramayanam
(Ravana: Stage 5: Destruction imminent)

 Completely get blindfolded to emerging reality
— Human beings are not worthwhile creatures;

» T & o T WU HIER: | (Ut. K. 10: 19 — 20)

— Rama can never be a match for me by any stretch of imagination
+ TG A HHI TA 7H gy FHAMS: | (Ar. K. 48: 19)
. F: AT FEAEY o8 TSy |
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* \Very late realization of the reality
— Losing hundreds of warriors, Indrajit, Kumbhakarna in war

— Trying all unhero like activities to escape and losing the plot
anyway
* Ordering Sita to be taken in Puspaka Vimana to see Rama dead
* Informing Sita that Rama is dead, Making an attempt to kill Sita
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lllustration from Ramayanam
(Ravana: Stage 6: Aftermath is colossal)

* By his act his whole family and race has to
perish (Yu. K. 38)

— Woh! f& ot UTY SHICTaTSTasT 7Td: |
— AEFTCHTIERUT el o o9 || 7
— Marica’s advise to Ravana (Ar. K.)
c_ N 3
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Develop enormous
Strength, Ego

—

Puranas & Itihasas
Life Principles

Adharmic Indulgence

(Nobody can stop)
¢ -
Get Curses (Fixing An universal
one’s own destiny) framework that you
find in Puranas &
v Itihasas relevant
Destruction Begins even today
(Early signs ignored)

v
Aftermath is
Collossal
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Bala Kandam
In a nutshell

1 —4: Narada — Valmiki
conversation, epic
composition, lava and kusa
reciting to rama
5 —7: King Dasaratha and
Ayodhya
8 — 18: Birth of Rama and
others, Gods as Vanaras
e 19-23:Rama &
Laksmana accompany
Viswamitra

24 — 31: Tataka vadha, Rama
obtains missiles from sage

33 —37: Puranic legends -1

38 —47: Ganga avatarana,
samudra mathana

48 — 50: Redemption of Ahalya
51 - 65: Legend of Viswamitra
66 — 73: Rama — Sita marriage
74 — 76: Rama — Parasurama
encounter

77: Happy days after marriage
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e
Bala Kandam
Sarga 1

* Gist of Ramayanam, called Samksepa Ramayanam,

e 100 verses that summarise the main epic

— Bala Kandam :verses 8 to 18

— Ayodhya Kandam :verses 18 to 28

— Aranya Kandam . verses 29 to 57

— Kiskindha Kandam : verses 58 to 71

— Sundara Kandam :verses 72 to 78

— Yuddha Kandam  : verses 79 to 90

— Uttara Ramayanam: verses 91 to 97

— Phala Sruti : 98 to 100
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I
Bala Kandam (Sarga 1)

SR +o||%<4|<4|r|<<1 dq(gou AT o |
RE TROT=S ARy Igad | 3-2-

The Sage-Poet Valmiki asked the Divine Sage Narada,
a thoughtful-meditator, an eternally studious sage in
scriptures about the Truth and Untruth, a sagacious
thinker, and a sublime enunciator among all expert
enunciators... [1-1-1]
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I
Bala Kandam (Sarga 1)

IS QIS ATeh TTUT & ST |
YT HaTd o o gar: | 3-2-

"Who really is that person in this present world, who
is principled and also a potential one, a conscientious

one, a redeemer, and also a truth-teller and self-
determined in his deed... [1-1-2]
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T
Bala Kandam (Sarga 1)
SIE0T <1 %1 4 Tl Y i fe: |
e % % T HEHIIEI: | 2-2-3

"Who is he conduct-wise blent with good-conduct...
who in respect of all beings is benign... who is adept

and also the ablest one... also uniquely good to look
to... [1-1-3]
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I
Bala Kandam (Sarga 1)

\

STCHET W TSTTshTT (AT IS TH: |
He Tl 2 SR T 1l 8-2-¥%

"Who is that courageous one, who controlled his ire,

who is brilliant, non-jealous and even whom do the
gods fear, when provoked to war... [1-1-4]
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I
Bala Kandam (Sarga 1)

TAIGeTHIE S T e & 0
HEY oo FHATS I AT = 1l 2-2-4

"All this | wish to listen from you, oh! Great Sage, as
you are a mastermind to know this kind of man, and

indeed my inquisitiveness is immense..." Thus Valmiki
enquired with Narada. [1-1-5]

B Mahadevan, IIM Bangalore



