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Balakandam (Sarga 45)

Visvamitra narrates Amrtha mathanam

44 verses in the Sarga

Verses 01 — 09: Rama & Laksmana revel in the story of Ganga
avataranam

Verses 10 — 14: Reach Visala, Rama enquires about the place

Verses 15 — 25: Dityas and Adityas churn the ocean of milk,
consumption of halahala by Rudra

Verses 26 — 30: Hari assumes the form of a tortoise and helps the
churning of the ocean

Verses 31 — 38: Dhanvantri, Apsaras, other things come out along
with nectar

Verses 39 — 44: Hari as Mohini takes away the nectar; great
battle between Dityas and Adityas; Dityas greatly

perish in war
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Rama’s question about Visala
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Thereafter great intellectual, Rama, with folded palms
enquired of eminent ascetic Viswamitra, about the
excellent city of Visala.

PRI ASGRNST (A=A TS |
IS HE d W DIqed e 7 || 1.45.12
"0 Distinguished ascetic, which royal dynasty is ruling

this city of Visala? Could you tell me? Great is my
curiosity. May you prosper"

B Mahadevan, IIM Bangalore




.
The idea of immortality...
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O

O Blessed Rama in kritayuga, the sons of Diti were
very strong and those of Aditi were spirited and
righteous.
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O Best among men a thought came to those illustrious
ones, 'how can we be free from old age, death and

. !
disease'?
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Rudra consumes Halahala
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Hari, said to Rudra "O Chief of celestial beings you
were born the earliest among the devatas. Therefore,
while churning the ocean whichever is produced first
shall be offered to you. Considering it the first
offering, O Lord accept this venom."
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Hari’s role as Tortoise
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Having heard these words, the controller of the sense
organs, Visnu, assumed the form of a tortoise reclined
in the ocean supporting the mountain on its back.
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Many things came out...
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In this way thousand years rolled by. In the beginning
came out Dhanvantari holding a staff and a water pot
(carried by ascetics) and apsaras of high lustre.
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O Foremost among men (Rama) uccaisravas, the best
of horses (the celestial horse), kaustubham, the best

jewel and also nectar came (from churning).
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Balakandam (Sarga 46)
Indra destroys the embryo of DitT

23 verses in the Sarga

Verses 01 — 07: Diti requests for blessings of Kasyapa
for a son to kill Indra

Verses 08 — 15: Diti narrates the imminent birth of a
son in 10 years to Indra

Verses 16 — 18: Indra enters the womb of Ditl while she
was asleep and destroys the embryo
into 7 parts

Verses 19 — 21: Indra seeks forgiveness of Diti for the
act
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Ditl’s request to Kasyapa
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"O adorable one, your highly powerful sons, (devatas)
have killed mine thru extensive austerities. | want a

(mighty) son capable of killing Indra.
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"If you remain pure and clean, on completion of a

thousand years you will give birth to a son through me

who will be the lord of the three worlds".
B Mahadevan, IIM Bangalore




R
Balakandam (Sarga 47)

Last leg of journey before meeting Janaka
23 verses in the Sarga

Verses 01 — 06: Diti requests that the 7 parts become

the seven guardians of maruts (regions
of wind)

Verses 07 — 10: Viswamitra says this is the region where
Indra attended on Diti

Verses 11 — 18: Viswamitra narrates the lineage of
lksvaku kings till date who ruled Visala

Verses 19 — 23: Viswamitra and the two princes stay
over night at the place
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The Seven Maruts

N\

JTRD AT SH I TR fafd T |
qredl sid favearar faeaeur gara: || 1.47.4

O Son, all these seven are my sons of celestial beauty.
They will become presiding deities for Vata Skandha
(divisions of wind) and let them be well known as
maruts wandering in the universe.
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The Seven Maruts

Saldld IRcdd SGdid qUISTR: |

fafa argikia TATTEIdAISTY AEERM: || 1.47.5

Among them, one will move about in Brahmaloka,
another in Indraloka, and the third, well known as
vayu will move around in the sky.
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O

O best of devatas by your command the other four
sons will remain celestial, and will range about in four

directions.
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The Maruts

A modern perspective...

* From highest to lowest, the five main layers
dare:
e Exosphere: 700 to 10,000 km (440 to 6,200 miles)
e Thermosphere: 80 to 700 km (50 to 440 miles)
 Mesosphere: 50 to 80 km (31 to 50 miles)
e Stratosphere: 12 to 50 km (7 to 31 miles)
* Troposphere: 0to 12 km (0 to 7 miles)
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Balakandam (Sarga 48)

Ahalya’s curse...
34 verses in the Sarga

Verses 01 — 08: Conversation between Viswamitra and
king Sumati

Verses 09 — 13: Rama’s question about the hermitage
near Mithila

Verses 14 — 23: Indra visits Gautama’s hermitage in his
absence and his interaction with Ahalya

Verses 24 — 30: Gautama curses Indra & Ahalya for their
behavior

Verses 31 — 34: Rama will redeem the curse of Ahalya

after 1000s of years
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Rama’s question about Asrama
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At the sight of an old uninhabited, beautiful and

desolate hermitage in a grove near Mithila, the

descendant of the Raghus enquired of the foremost
among the ascetics

JraaTy 3 ffdd giaafoiay || 1.48.12
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"O Venerable one | wish to know why this auspicious
looking hermitage was deserted by ascetics? To whom

did this belong in the past. Y N T .
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Gautama’s Aérama
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"0 Descendant of the Raghus | shall tell all you about
this hermitage cursed by the wrath of a great man.
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O Best among men this hermitage resembling a
celestial retreat and wellhonoured even by devatas
once belonged to illustrious Gautama.
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Gautama curses Ahalya
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Having cursed Indra, he also cursed Ahalya: 'You will
be staying here for thousands of years without food
and subsisting on air, lying down in ashes, doing
penance, without being seen by any living beings in
this asrama’.
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Rama will redeem you
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'When the son of Dasaratha, the unassailable Rama
enters this dreadful forest, you will be cleansed (of
this sin)’.
C
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'O Wicked natured one by offering hospitality to
Rama, without covetousness and passion, you will

happily live with me by regaining your present form'.
B Mahadevan, IIM Bangalore
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Balakandam (Sarga 49)

Indra’'s and Ahalya’s curses redeemed
22 verses in the Sarga

Verses 01 — 05: Indra requests the Devas to redeem him
of the curse of Gautama

Verses 06 — 10: Devas and the Pitr devas do the needful
to redeem Indra’s curse

Verses 11 — 16: Rama redeems Ahalya of her curse

Verses 17 — 21: Gautama and Ahalya return to continue
their austerities

Verse 22: Rama sets out towards Mithila
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Beware of bad acts!
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'By his (Gautama's) wrath | have been deprived of my
vitality. She (Ahalya) has been deserted by him. He
has lost his ascetic energy through the
pronouncement of this great curse’.
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Rama’s magic touch!

MITTYINT dYi GRIFHETT || 1.49.16
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With the expiry of the period of the curse, the
Raghavas (Rama and Lakshmana) speared and she
became perceptible when Rama touched her feet.
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Rama leaves for Mithila
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Having received due hospitality from the great

ascetic Gautama Rama also set out towards
Mithila.
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