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Balakandam (Sarga 35)

Visvamitra narrates the legend of Ganga

24 verses in the Sarga

Verses 01 — 06: Visvamitra, Rama & Laksmana leaves the
place after overnight stay

Verses 07 — 11: Reach the banks of Jahnavi, perform
rituals

Verses 12 — 19: Birth of Ganga, Uma to Manorama &
Himavan

Verses 20 — 24: Marriage of Uma to Rudra, Ganga reaches
the heaven and flows
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Genesis of Ganga

T T IS eHaaeyd |
3T AT TETamg= T e Tad | 1.35.16

O son of the Raghus this Ganga was born to Manorama as
Himavan's eldest daughter. A second one born to him was
well known by the name of Uma.

T3 T feHaT d9aT AR uTey |
TSSO TTET ST edehraan |l 1.35.18

In order to do good to the three worlds Himavan, rooted
in dharma gifted his eldest daughter Ganga who sanctifies
the whole world by flowing at her free will
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Uma’s marriage to Rudra

U] TUHT JhT Ta1 SIAREATH |
o o N
EZTATTAEIT AT eAlehTHehar |l 1.35.21

Himavan the best of mountains gave his daughter
Uma associated with severe austerities and venerated
by the whole world in marriage to the unrivalled
Rudra.
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Balakandam (Sarga 36)

Uma's curse to the Devas

27 verses in the Sarga

Verses 01 — 05: Ramas request to explain the story in detail —
why Ganga is holy?

Verses 06 — 11: Devas prayer to Siva not to engage in procreation
with Uma and instead do penance

Verses 12 — 18: Kartikeya born out of the vital energy of Siva
Verses 19 — 24: Uma curses the devas of not having progeny
Verses 25 —27: Rudra and Uma do penance in a mountain peak
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Balakandam (Sarga 37)
Birth of Kartikeya

32 verses in the Sarga

Verses 01 — 05: Devas ask Brahman as to how to get army
general for them (they cannot procreate)

Verses 06 — 10: Brahma says Ganga will rear a son for army
general

Verses 11 — 21: Agni requests Ganga to cause birth of Kartikeya
Verses 22 — 29: Six Krittikas tend the child

Verses 30 — 32: Agni & Devas install Kartikeya as the commander
of forces
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Kartikeya’s birth
Metals & Minerals were formed
IS I TS AR HH |

hT2 GROTH T TeXoamHe 379 11 1.37.18

The embryo that emerged from Ganga reached the earth.
It resembled the lustre of molten gold. It turned into gold
auspicious, bright and pure.

ATH TS O JeugReardsiad |l 1.37.19

Aol deTead TY rasHd o |
AR TGO AT AHTETRere Il 1.37.20

There copper & iron were produced from its acidity, zinc &
lead from its residue. Various minerals were formed when
that embryo reached the earth.
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Balakandam (Sarga 38)

Emperor Sagara performs a sacrifice
24 verses in the Sarga

Verses 01 — 07: Sagara with his two wives perform
penance in Himalayas for 100 years

Verses 08 — 15: Brgu’s boon to the two wives for 60,001
children

Verses 16 — 21: Banishing of Asamanja by Sagara
Verses 22 — 24: Sagara decides to perform a Yajna
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Trade-offs in Life...

Tehl ST T I S9Teh dd |
Y QAT ST STURT SIS 1| 1.38.8

O child, one wife will beget a son who will perpetuate
your race and the other, sixty thousand sons, said
Bhrgu.

\ (@ (@
Qeh: oIl sigi ol ®|§"|\°‘l"l|¢|‘>¢||<‘| |
AIqMHeSIEE SIE Ao ored Il 1.38.10
O knower of Brahman which of us will beget one, and
who many sons? O Brahmarshi we wish to hear. Let

your words come true".




]
Trade-offs is our choice...

\

TATETEE el 97T TRHHTH: |
3Tl T 10T Seres=a s o foretadmm 11 1.38.11

Hearing their words, highly virtuous Bhrgu made an
excellent statement saying, 'In this matter, you may
exercise your free will'.
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Balakandam (Sarga 39)

Indra stealing the sacrificial horse
25 verses in the Sarga

Verses 01 — 07: Indra stealing away the sacrificial horse of
Sagara

Verses 08 — 15: Sagara asking his 60,000 sons to look for
the horse

Verses 16 — 20: The 60,000 sons dug up the earth one
yojana each

Verses 21 — 25: Devas narrate the ongoing act to Brahma
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.
The making of the ocean

N\ (@ NN N A
AISTATATHIAEATIH b b FIUTIdeTH |

NN
[T TEYeAT aaeaH-w: 1l 1.39.17
O Tiger among men each one of them occupying one
vojana in length and breadth of ground, dug up the
earth W|th their nalls that were sharp as diamonds.

SIS H‘édIIUI T8 o A= |
C

®||3:|'§%|{ O| M RAHACTHTaRA 1'1.39.20

O Descendant of the Raghus the heroic sons of Sagara
excavated 60,000 yojanas each reaching Rasatala (one

of the several regions below the earth).
B Mahadevan, IIM Bangalore




I
Balakandam (Sarga 40)

Sagara’s sons burnt to ashes by Sage Kapila

30 verses in the Sarga

Verses 01 — 04: Brahma says to the devas that all the sons will
perish in the hands of Kapila

Verses 05 — 11: Sagara’s sons couldn’t find the horse, father asks
them to exert further

Verses 12 —22: They see 4 mountain like elephants, holding the
earth on their head

Verses 23 — 26: They locate the horse near sage Kapila
Verses 27 — 30: Sage Kapila burns them into ashes
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Kapila burns the sons into ashes

el o STe T h et T |
0T TS S T8l ggREehIIaT | 1.40.29

"0 descendant of Raghu Kapila, having heard their
words, overwhelmed with great wrath, uttered the
sound "H'm".

N NN o N
AALAATIHIT hUAT HETcHAT |
TR AT Sheheed FTRICEST: || 1.40.30

O son of Kakusthas all the sons of Sagara were

reduced to a heap of ashes, by that magnanimous
Kapila, whose power was beyond imagination.
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Balakandam (Sarga 41)

Ansuman brings back the horse

26 verses in the Sarga

Verses 01 — 05: Sagara asks Ansuman (grandson) to look for the
horse

Verses 06 — 11: Ansuman meets the elephants, gets blessed by
them that he will return with the horse

Verses 12 —21: Ansuman’s conversation with Suparna

Verses 22 — 26: Sagara’s efforts to bring Ganga in vain, after
ruling for 60,000 years he reaches the heaven
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The need for bringing Ganga
g JaHsTalgTeR aadl Helee ; |

\

AT ST JOUSATH T9iST el awd: || 1.41.17

Highly powerful Garuda, son of Vinata, addressing
Anshuman said 'O Tiger among men do not grieve. This act
of assassination is meant for the welfare of the three
worlds'.

o N NN
HITAATTHIT T &H HETIT: |

A O

AlcTet eI IS JIqHET 18 eifehend 111.41.18

'Your valiant uncles have been burnt by Kapila of
boundless power. O Sagacious one performing traditional

rites with ordinary water is not proper'.
B Mahadevan, IIM Bangalore
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The need for bringing Ganga

(@

(@ “\ N\
TET gHadl U

T & HETE

1o

g &

gbsréﬁ |

T STetishar™ |1 1.41.19

'O Best among men O Mighty armed one perform the
traditional rites of your uncles with water from river
Ganga, the eldest daughter of Himavat'.
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Balakandam (Sarga 42)

Ansuman & Bhagiratha's penances

25 verses in the Sarga

Verses 01 — 05: Sagara dies, Ansuman does penance for 32,000
years, he also attains the Heaven

Verses 06 — 11: Ansuman’s son Dilipa rules for 32,000 years,
reaches Heaven

Verses 12 — 16: Bhagiratha also concerned about last rites of his
ancestors, does penance for 1,000 years

Verses 17 — 25: Bhagiratha’s request for two boons and Brahma’s
reply
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Ansuman’s Penance

o . N o AN
ARE T Y Sl T |
TEHaTeSER qod qu&id Jareor |l 1.42.3

O Delight of the Raghus having vested the kingdom
with Dilipa, Ansuman performed rigid penance on the
sacred peak of the Himavat mountain.

STIRTEl HE|TUT ST GHETIR: |
JUe Tl TH & A quie: 1| 1.42.4

O Rama highly renowned Ansuman, having lived for
32,000 years in the tapovana, turned an ascetic &
attained heaven (not accomplishing his objective).

B Mahadevan, IIM Bangalore




Bhagiratha’s Penance
A= g a0t Id: |
g At SIS XA Il 1.42.12

NGO NS

5’»%0®|I§ S HIHl‘éI{I S |

T JEHEHI0T TR quid {a8d: 11 1.42.13

O son of the Raghus (Rama), Bhagiratha, with a
determination to bring down Ganga entrusted the
kingdom to his ministers and went to a sacred place
known as Gokarna. There with arms uplifted
surrounded by four fires, partaking food once a

month, with his senses controlled, carried out panca
tapa for a number of years.
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Balakandam (Sarga 43)
Siva holds Ganga on his head, Gangd branches

_ info 7 streams
41 verses in the Sarga

Verses 01 — 07: Bhagiratha penance for Siva for a year, Siva holds
Ganga in his hair

Verses 08 — 15: Again with penance on Siva, Ganga is let out into
/ streams

Verses 16 — 24: All devas and risis witness the flow of Ganga in
awe, description of the event

Verses 25 — 33: Greatness of river Ganga

Verses 27 — 30: Jahnu consumes Ganga, let it out thru his ear,
Ganga enters into ocean, redeems Sagara’s sons
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Greatness of Ganga

T ATl ageTaeranan: Il 1.43.26
ATgafdd oid qier=Hid aegs: |
Considering the waters fallen from the head of Siva

sacred, devatas, rishis and gandharvas and those
living on earth touched it (with reverence).

SIS IS1 39 ‘I‘I"IIQ{i%IIdC’I‘-I I1'1.43.27
Al A TS o ! TAheHT: |

Those cursed to fall from heaven to earth were
absolved of their sins after bathing there (in the

waters of Ganga).




.
Greatness of Ganga

AATT: A% AT G 1| 1.43.28
TRIHTRTHISIYT T Teh Tiadisy |

Cleansed of their sins by the sparkling waters, they
ascended through the sky once again to their own
(celestial) worlds

7% giedl v||°b<~<'|-l TR AT |l 1.43.29
FATTTShT TTETaT S TorTaEH: |

People rejoiced at the sight of those shining waters.
They were happy to have a dip in Ganga and their

fatigue was gone.
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Balakandam (Sarga 44)
Bhagiratha performs ancestors' rites

23 verses in the Sarga

Verses 01 — 06: Brahma appears before Bhagiratha,
Ganga also known as Bhagirathi

Verses 07 — 15: Brahma praises Bhagiratha for his
efforts

Verses 16 — 20: Bhagiratha redeems all his ancestors
Verses 21 — 23: th_Q-[Dﬂ%[; of the story
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I
Ganga is Bhagirathi

AT ST Aleh oA d g |
~C (@ N\
FTRATHSTRATI T R~ saerd |l 1.44.4

O King as long as the waters in the ocean exist in this
world, shall the sons of Sagara, live in heavens like
gods.

. a N a o
4 ¢ qledl ST dd T T HIS[T |
ol = AT TAleh TRl {org]efm 11 1.44.5
This Ganga will become your eldest daughter and

from now on she will be well known in this world (as
Bhagirathi) after your name
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Great act of Dharma !

T TETAAR0] ol HAHR<H |
3 < A T SHI A 78 |l 1.44.13

O Destroyer of enemies by bringing about the descent
of Ganga, you have secured a great abode in dharma.

B Mahadevan, IIM Bangalore



HAI

09 o T ST Taai s T gt 1T |
e UTYfE 95 o TeAThens e Il 1.44.20

O Rama | have related you the story of Ganga in
detail. Evening time is passing by (and we shall
perform the ablutions) farewell.

B Mahadevan, IIM Bangalore
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For those who narrate this...
SE wwmgw’ = A o |
q%%llolqld CEE| a%fﬂ?iﬁold{g 711 1.44.21

HIQ‘I"C ERECSSES HIQ‘I"(' c{<>|<'||I"| d |

He will be blessed with fame, longevity, progeny and
(after death) heaven brahmins One who recites this
story of Ganga to the Ksatriyas and others, the gods
and his forefathers would be pleased with him.
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For those who hear this...
SEHISATTHSII! T Tera ol I49H Il 1.44.22

YYUNTT T HTHcel T+ HIHETAT |
T UTT: JOTSAT 3T: ifad aed || 1.44.23

O Son of the Kakusthas whosoever listens to this
auspicious story relating to the descent of Ganga with
concentration, all his desires will be achieved, his sins

will be destroyed and his longevity and fame will
increase”.

B Mahadevan, IIM Bangalore



