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Balakandam (Sarga 29)

Story of Siddhasrama of Vamana

32 verses in the Sarga
Verses 01 — 04: Visvamitra explains about Siddhasrama

Verses 05 — 09: Deva’s request Visnu to stop Bali’s
continued ascendance

Verses 10 — 21: Visnu is born to Kasyapa and Aditi,
restores the three worlds to Indra

Verses 22 — 32: Visvamitra inherits the Siddhasrama,
enters it along with the two brothers
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Importance of daily rituals
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The two princes spent the right comfortably and woke
up at daybreak. They performed morning in
accordance with the prescribed rule, ablutions, said

their prayers and paid their respects to Visvamitra
seated at the kindled fire sacrifice.
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Importance of daily rituals
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As the night dawned, both the brothers performed

the morning rites and approached Visvamitra and
other rishis.
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Importance of Sandhya Vandanam

According to Yajnavalkya:
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Principles of Vedic Living

e Purpose of human life is to realize and
know the absolute truth

* Yajha: A central role in vedic living

* Three stages of evolution of an individual
—Karma Kanda: Obtain purity of mind

— Upasana Kanda: Single pointedness of mind
thru contemplation & worship

—Jhana Kanda: Realization of oneself



I
Vedic Living

Cardinal principles

* Every activity and celebration in life is done
with Yajna
* Importance of mutual dependence between
the devas and the humans
— Offerings are integral part of daily living & rituals
— Agni as the main deity & the carrier of offerings in
a Yajna
* The notion of Pancamaha yajnas
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Balakandam (Sarga 30)

Rama protects the Yajia of Visvamitra by
killing raksasas
25 verses in the Sarga

Verses 01 — 05: Sages request Rama and Laksmana to
protect the Yajna for 6 nights

Verses 06 — 12: Marica and Subahu disturb the Yajia on
day 6 along with Raksasas

Verses 13 — 19: Rama uses manavastra and throws Marica
100 yojanas away

Verses 20 — 25: Rama uses Agneyastra and kills Subahu
and other raksasas, Visvamitra completes
the Yajna successfully
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Yajfa is a serious affair
Results of the Yajfia bound to be attained
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"0 sons of Raghu's lineage protect the sacrifice for six

nights from today. With the ceremony initiated, the
sage would observe silence said the inmates”.
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At these words of the sages the illustrious princes got
ready to protect the tapovana for six days and six

nights without sleep.




Balakandam (Sarga 31)
Visvamitra sets out to Mithila along with
Rama & Laksmana
24 verses in the Sarga
Verses 01 — 06: Visvamitra desires to take Rama &
Laksmana to Mithila

Verses 07 — 14: Visvamitra describes about the special
dhanus in Janaka’s court

Verses 15 — 24: Visvamitra along with Rama &
Laksmana sets out to Mithila; Rama
enquires about the specialty of the place
they are in
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Specialty of the Dhanus in Mithila
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O foremost of men, Janaka, king of Mithil3a, is

performing a great religious sacrifice. We shall go
there.
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O tiger among men, come along with us. You ought to
see there the wonderful jewel of a bow.
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Specialty of the Dhanus in Mithila
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O best among men, this bow of immeasurable energy.

dreadful and highly lustrous was bestowed on king
Janaka by devatas in a sacrificial assembly in the past.
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Neither devas, nor gandharvas, nor asuras nor human,
are capable of stringing the bow by any means.
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Balakandam (Sarga 32)
Story of KuSandbha & his 100 daughters

26 verses in the Sarga

Verses 01 — 05: Visvamitra’s narration about Kusa and his 4 sons
(Kusamba, Kusanabha, Adhurtarajas, Vasu)

Verses 06 — 10: Description of the 4 cities constructed by the 4
sons of Kusa

Verses 11 — 17: Vayu asks the 100 daughters of Kusanabha to
marry him

Verses 18 — 22: The daughters disapprove Vayu’s behaviour

Verses 23 — 26: Daughters deformed by Vayu, Kusanabha
concerned at the happenings; gets into samadhi
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Daughter — Father aspects of life
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O wicked one, do not dishonour our father who always
speaks the truth. He will choose the bridegrooms
righteously. Do not invite death (father may be the cause of
your death).
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Our father is our lord. Our father is God to us. Whomsoever
our father offers us shall become our husband
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Balakandam (Sarga 33)
Brahmadatta marries the 100 daughters
26 verses in the Sarga

Verses 01 — 05: The daughters narrate to the father what
happened

Verses 06 — 10: Father praises the daughters for their
behavior & contemplated future course of

action
Verses 11 — 18: Birth of Brahmadatta to Somada

Verses 19 — 26: 100 daughters married to Brahmadatta;
They regain their beauty and form.

B Mahadevan, IIM Bangalore



.
Daughters’ dialogue with Vayu

¢

AR YT T |
ST HITHRATT 7 4+ Togoieid | | 1.33.2

The all-pervasive wind-god desired to dishonour us, oh,
king, resorting to improper approach and overlooking
virtuous conduct.
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Our father is there and we are not independent, you be
safe, hence oh, wind-god, you may request our father to
know whether he gives us to you or not.
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Importance of Ksanti & Ksama
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O daughters you have done a great act of forgiveness
of which only the tolerant are capable. By taking a

united stand, you have protected the honour of my
dynasty
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Ksama is a great value...
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Whether for women or men forgiveness is an
ornament. It is difficult even for gods. For you,

daughters, to show it without any difference of
opinion is especially hard.
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Ksama is a great value...
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Forbearance* is charity, forbearance is sacrifice,
forbearance is truth, forbearance is glory and

forbearance is virtue. O daughters, the universe is
supported by forbearance.

* A much more comprehensive meaning of ksama is
acceptance or accommodation
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* Acceptance or Accommodation (beyond forbearance or
Endurance)

* To be built upon an understanding of nature of people
and relationships between them

— No one is going to be 100% likeable; None will like me
100%

— Every relationship requires some accommodation from me

— No one should be able to disappoint me but only should
surprise me — prepare to accommodate surprises

— Do not expect honey-bee to be stingless, nor hate it if you
get stung — appreciate the role of honeybee & enjoy honey

— Accommodate people the same way as inert objects

Source: Swami Dayananada Saraswati, “The Value of Values” B Mahadevan, IIM Bangalore
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Balakandam (Sarga 34)

Visvamitra narrates his birth & lineage
23 verses in the Sarga
Verses 01 — 05: Birth of Gadhi to Kusanabha by
putrakamesti
Verses 06 — 11: Lineage of Visvamitra (son of Gadhi)
and sister Kausiki

Verses 11 — 23: Description of the place where they are
staying for the night
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Visvamitra @ Kausika
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After some time, a supremely righteous son by name
Gadhi was born to the sagacious Kusanabha.
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O son of Raghu's dynasty the highly virtuous Gadhi is

my father. | am known as Kausika being born in the
family of Kusa
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