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Balakandam (Sarga 18)
Rama Jananam

58 verses in the Sarga

Verses 01 — 07: All priests, Brahmins, kings and guests return;
Dasaratha also returns to Ayodhya

Verses 08 — 18: Sri Rama jananam, also the other three sons, lagna,
planetary details etc.

Verses 16 — 23: Celebrations, naming ceremony etc.

Verses 24 — 32: Rama, Laksmana qualities, togetherness etc; so of
Bharata and Satrughna

Verses 33 — 36: Greatness of the four sons
Verses 37 —47: Visvamitra arrives; enquires the well being of everyone

Verses 48 — 58: Dasaratha asks Visvamitra to let him know the purpose
of his visit; Promises to offer any help.
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Rama Jananam

.. Planetary posmons and lagna
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In the 12t month of Caitra on the ninth day (of the bright fortnight), with Aditi as
presiding deity when the star Punarvasu was in the ascendant and the five planets Sun,
Mars, Saturn, Jupiter and Venus, were exalted and in karkata lagna, when Brihaspati was
in conjunction with the Moon, Kausalya gave birth to a son: a facet of Visnu, Lord of the

entire universe who received obeisance from all the worlds and was adorned with all
auspicious signs, the venerable one to perpetuate the Iksvaku race.
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Sri Rama’s horoscope

Venus | Sun [Mercury| Ketu
Lagnam
Moon
Jupiter
RASI
Mars
Rahu Saturn

There are a few alternative versions available. This is one of them.
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Visvamitra enquires about welfare
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The exceedingly virtuous sage Visvamitra enquired from
the king about the treasury welfare of his subjects living in

cities and villages, and the well being of his friends and
relatives.
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Are the tributary kings submissive to you? Have you
conquered your enemies? Are the rites for propitiating

gods and the services to humanity performed rightly?
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Balakandam (Sarga 19)

The request of Visvamitra to Dasaratha

21 verses in the Sarga

Verses 01 — 07: Visvamitra mnetins about the
disturbances to his Yajna

Verses 08 — 12: Requests Dasaratha to send Rama with
him for ten nights

Verses 13 — 21: Visvamitra explains the importance of
sending Rama with him
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Visvamitra’s Yajna is disturbed
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When my sacrifice generally speaking, is nearing
completion the powerful and well trained Marica and

Subahu who are raining streams of blood and flesh
upon the altar.
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Rama will be protected, blessed
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Protected by me and by his own divine power, Rama is

capable of destroying even those demons causing
impediments to the sacrifice
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| will confer upon him, without doubt, a lot of
blessings for his well being by which he will attain
fame in all the three worlds.
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Balakandam (Sarga 20)

Dasaratha’s reluctance to send Rama

27 verses in the Sarga

Verses 01 — 12: Rama is young, take me along with you, |
will fight says Dasaratha

Verses 13 — 15: Dasaratha says that fighting the Raksasas
is difficult

Verses 16 — 19: Visvamitra explains that Ravana is
creating these impediments thru them

Verses 20 — 26: Dasaratha request Visvamitra to spare
Rama as fighting Ravana is difficult

Verse 27: Visvamitra is angry
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Why inappropriate to send Rama?
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My lotus eyed son Rama is less than 16. | do not think he has
ab|I|ty to flght with the raksasas in a battle
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Rama is still a child, he is not learned in the science of warfare, he does not
know the strength & weakness of enemies, has not acquired as yet the
strength of using weapons, not proficient in warfare. You know certainly those
rakshasas are deceitful in battle. And hence he is not qualified to oppose them

in the battle successfully.
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Dasaratha’s reluctance to send
Rama
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O scion of of Kusika family, 60,000 years have passed since
| was born. Rama was born to me after a great deal of
suffermg It is not proper to take him with you.
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My love for Rama among all my four sons is supreme. It is
not proper for you to take Rama, the eldest son whose
prime qualification is his virtue.
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Balakandam (Sarga 21)

Vasistha advises Dasaratha to send Rama

21 verses in the Sarga

Verses 01 — 04: Visvamitra not happy with Dasaratha
breaking the promise

Verses 05 — 10: Vasistha’s advice: Visvamitra’s refuge is
safe

Verses 11 — 19: Vasistha’s advice: Visvamitra’s knowledge
of weapons is second to none

Verses 20 — 21: Vasistha’s final advice: Send Rama along
with Visvamitra as per his request
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Vasistha’s advice
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O Dasaratha, a promise made and not kept amounts

to destruction of merits earned through previous
pieties. Therefore send Rama (with him).
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Two classes of good acts

ST - All good acts (as specified in Sruti) such as
Yajna

qﬁ - All good acts (as specified in Smrti) such as
public charity, welfare, digging up of wells,
building choultry, school etc.

In our tradition, all these will lead to accumulated punya
and will reward them in the other World
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Chandogya Upanisad

Details of the southern path
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Sacrifice, Public Welfare, Charity — Smoke — Night —
Dark Fortnight — Six dark months — (Do not reach a
year) — World of Manes - Interspace — Moon - Food
for Gods
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Rama will benefit
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Visvamitra is well conversant with these weapons.
Being virtuous, he is capable of creating new weapons

also.

AT MUETt IR d HRTehTIeHST: |
qa QAT eueaared 111.21.20

Son of Kusika, even though capable of repressing
those raksasas by himself, it is for the welfare of your
son that he is here requesting you to spare him".
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Balakandam (Sarga 22)

Visvamitra leaves with Rama & Laksmana

21 verses in the Sarga

Verses 01 — 10: Visvamitra leaves Ayodhya along with
Rama and Laksmana

Verses 11 — 16: Visvamitra gives upadesa of bala and
atibala mantras

Verses 17 — 23: Specialty of the mantras bala and atibala
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Bala and Atibala Mantras
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"0 child, take this water (in your hands), let there be
no delay. You will receive from me a collection of
mantras and also bala and atibala.
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You will experience neither fatigue, nor fever nor will
there be a change in your appearance. Whether you

are asleep or agitated, raksasas cannot harm you.
B Mahadevan, IIM Bangalore
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Specialty of the mantras
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With these two kinds of knowledge secured, there will
be none equal to you, at present or in future. Bala and
atibala are mother to all kinds of knowledge.
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O Rama, best among men, scion in the line of Raghu,
on your way you will not feel hunger or thirst if you

recite bala and atibala.
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Spending the night in the forest
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The night was spent as though with comfort by the two
eminent sons of Dasaratha, who shared the

unaccustomed bed of grass. They were kept in good
humour by the words of Kusika's son.
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