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Balakandam (Sarga 14)
Dasaratha performs Asvamedha Yajfia

57 verses in the Sarga

Verses 01 — 08: Dasaratha commences the Asvamedha Yajna with the
help of Brahmins, details, timing etc.

Verses 09 — 16: Feeding Brahmins, visitors, main participants with
delicious food — details.

Verses 17 — 19: Qualifications of those performing the

Verses 20 — 27: Description of sacrificial post, altar, construction
Verses 28 — 37: Details of sacrificial horse, its offering etc.
Verses 38 — 40: Details of four days - types of Yajnas conducted

Verses 41 — 50: Offerings of land, gold, silver to the 4 classes of priests
engaged in the Yajna

Verses 51 — 55: Dasaratha gives gifts to other Brahmins
Verses 56 — 57: Rsyasrnga blesses Dasaratha — 4 sons to be born
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Offerings to Chief Priests...

O N N\

UEIERSINEL g9l \ngmqaﬂ |
3Teed Yt o STalol J1eon e |1 1.14.41

3T T TR STeTOST fo e |
3N TR W gfaied Q11 1.14.42

In order to promote his dynasty, king Dasaratha gave
away eastern region to Hotr, western region to
Adhvaryu, southern region to Brahma and northern
region to Udgata. These offerings were made in
accordance with the prescriptions by Brahma long

back.
B Mahadevan, IIM Bangalore
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Gifts to Brahmins...
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Lord of men, the king having been thus addressed by
Brahmins who were well versed in the Vedas,

bestowed on them ten hundred thousand cows, a

hundred crore of gold coins and four times as much in
silver coins.
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Brahmins offer this to

Rsyasrnga & Vasistha
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All the priests collectively offered that wealth to sage
Rsyasrnga and Vasistha endowed with prudence.
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Rsyasrnga blesses Dasaratha
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King Dasaratha then addressing Rsyasrnga said "O
Adherent of vows you can help the continuity of my
race"
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Rsyasrnga, the best of Brahmins, addressing the king
said, "O King Let it be. Four sons perpetuating your

race will be born to you".




Balakandam (Sarga 15)
Brahma & Visnu respond to the prayer of

Devas
33 verses in the Sarga

Verses 01 — 03: Rsyasrnga performs putrakamesti and
makes offerings to deities

Verses 04 — 15: Devas pray to Brahma & narrate the
atrocities of Ravana; Brahma’s curse

Verses 16 — 30: Devas pray to Visnu to incarnate as sons
of Dasaratha and kill Ravana

Verses 31 — 33: Devas praise the glory of Visnu
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Ravana
Planning his end...
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The Sun does not scorch him and the wind does not
blow by him. Even the ocean with its incessantly

moving waves becomes still in his presence.
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The raksasa did not include man monkey and bear
because of his disdain for men. As such he is fit to be

destroyed by a man and not by any other means.
B Mahadevan, IIM Bangalore
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Lord Visnu to descend as Rama
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Get rid off the fear, let safety be upon you, on eliminating that
cruel and evil-minded Ravana who became dreadful to deities
and sages, along with his sons, grandsons, friends, cousins and
relatives, ministers and forces too in war for your welfare, | will

then reside in human world ruling this earth for eleven
thousand years." Thus Visnu assured the gods.
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Lord Visnu’s sankalpa to be born to

Dasaratha
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Thereafter, the Lord with eyes like the lotus petal was
pleased to transform himself into four forms and to
choose king Dasratha as his father.
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Balakandam (Sarga 16)

The celestial offering given to DasSaratha's

wives
32 verses in the Sarga

Verses 01 — 10: Devas request Visnu to take human form
to kill Ravana

Verses 11 — 24: Celestial person offers payasam to
Dasaratha & asks him to give it to his
consorts

Verses 25 — 32: Dasaratha gives the consorts payasam in a
certain proportion
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Divine being comes with payasam
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That great ritual being personally brought a big golden
vessel carrying it with both of his hands as if he would
personally handle his own wife, which vessel is made from
the molten gold and covered with a silver lid, and which
appeared to be crafted out of a divine illusion, since it is

dazzling like sun and glowing like the tongues of flame,
and that vessel is full with the divine dessert.
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Dasaratha shares the payasam with

the queens
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Dasaratha gave half the portion of payasam to Kausalya, half of
the remaining half to Sumitra, half of the remaining portion (one
eighth of original) to Kaikeyi for the sake of a son. On further
thinking, he gave the remaining one eighth portion to Sumitra. In
this manner the king divided and distributed the payasam among

his wives separately.




.
Balakandam (Sarga 17)

Devas descend as Monkeys & Bears

35 verses in the Sarga

Verses 01 — 06: Brahma orders devas to be born as
monkeys

Verses 07 — 16: Birth of the monkeys - details

Verses 17 — 28: Valour, strength and special
characteristics of the monkeys

Verses 29 — 35: Settling of the monkeys in the forest with
Vali as their leader
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Birth of the Devas to help Rama
ARoR g IR ALETEHE |
AT oS AT EAIRSR A | | 1.17.3
IR S gg Ao |
FAE O AR || 1.17.4
S ¥ AN THan a g = |
GoTed EREUUT QAo q R || 1.17.5

Incarnate as monkeys in the womb of chiefs of apsarasas and
gandharvas. Create sons who have the knowledge of deceitful tricks,
who are brave, who match wind in speed, who are endowed with
intellect and statecraft, who are determined, who are knowledgeable
in various means of achieving victory, who are supernatural bodies,
who possess capability of employing and resisting weapons, who
resemble those who subsist on amrtam (immortals) and are equal (to

Visnu) in prowess. B Mahadevan, IIM Bangalore
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Divine characters Ascend...
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* Vayu — Hanuman e o aeH 57 1l 17.15

e Aswini Devatas - Mainda & Dwivida
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