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Balakandam (Sarga 8)

Dasaratha’'s desire for son

24 verses in the Sarga

Verses 01 — 04: Dasaratha’s desire to perform
, calls for counsel

Verses 05 — 12: Obtains their blessings, horse
released

Verses 13 — 21: Orders that preparations be made
as per sastra

Verses 22 — 23: Informs wives about the decision,
asks them also to observe ?ﬁ&ﬂ
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Kamesti
Importance of rules
ASe IJYHTIH IMEIGE HHUT |
2 TR hTH FhgAoremddr | 1.8.9

| intend to perform a sacrifice in accordance with the
scriptures. How can | fulfil my desire in this regard? You
may deliberate and find a solution

AR AR IR Hi i |
ST AT TAThed FATare || 1.8.15

On the northern bank of Sarayu, a sacrificial pavilion be
prepared according to the methods ordained in the
'Kalpa'. Auspicious rites be performed in accordance with
the ordinance for its uninterrupted completion.
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Components of Kalpasutras

» Srautasitras: Systematic account of all vedic
sacrifices prevalent at the time of composition

e Grhyasutras: Deals with household
ceremonies

 Dharmasutras: Deals with Social usage & Law

« Sulbasitras: Rules for measurements &
construction of fire altars, sacrificial place etc.
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Elements of an Operations Manual

An example
h:?
FA? FET?
[REIESIEV - fafer — Ao ?
HqeAT:? T ATH?
h{UTH?

JEIA? Za¥ HFHT:?
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Yajhas: A way of living

* Performance of a Yajna is considered to be the
best sacred duty (TT F ATTH FH)

* Elaborate descriptions of different types of
Yajias, methods of performing, frequency etc.

— How to prepare the Agni?
— Types of people involved and their roles
— Types of offerings to be made
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Srauta Sutra Yajnas

Basic Sacrifices

* Agnihotra — morning and evening
GIREIRSPEIEEN
— Backbone and minimum obligatory daily ritual

— Oblations of milk or rice grains with mantras
— Dawn: offerings made to Sarya & Prajapati

— Evening: offerings made to Agni & Prajapati
 Darsapurnamasa — Fortnightly sacrifices
e Caturmasya — Quarterly sacrifices
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Srauta Sutra Yajnas

Advanced Sacrifices

* Somayajnas — Yearly sacrifices
— Rajasuya — To be done by kings alone
— Vajapeya — Can be done by Brahmins or Ksatriyas
* Eligibility conditions for Somayajnhas
— Should be a Ahitagni — married, completed
vedadhyayana, established the three fires

— Should have accomplished Darsapurnamasesti,
Caturmasya and Nirudhapasu

— Family must have performed somayaga in the
previous two generations
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Yajhas from Grhya Sutras

Frequency of the rites

* Daily rites: Sandhya, Aupasana homa,
Pancamahayajnas

 Monthly rites: Parvana Sthalipaka (New Moon
and Full Moon days),

* Yearly rites: Sravanakarma (Sarpa Bali),
Indrayajfia, ASvayuji*, Agrahayani, Astaka,
Phalguni*, Caitri™*

e Other Rites for cattle welfare and agricultural
operations

* Performed during the full moon days of the respective months
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Balakandam (Sarga 9)

The Story of Rsyasrnga

19 verses in the Sarga
Verses 01 — 06: Sumantara’s narration about Rsyasrnga

Verses 07 — 13: Distress in the kingdom of Romapada,
advice of learned priests.

Verses 14 — 16: Romapada sends his courtesans and
ministers to bring Rsyasrnga

Verses 17 — 19: Rsyasrnga brings prosperity, $anta given
in marriage to Rsyasrnga
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Balakandam (Sarga 10)

Bringing Rsyasrnga to Anga Desa

31 verses in the Sarga
Verses 01 — 06: Plan to bring Rsyasrnga to Anga desa
Verses 07 — 13: Beautiful courtesans meet Rsyasrnga

Verses 14 — 22: The courtesans are taken to the
hermitage, offer sweets to Rsyasrnga

Verses 23 — 27: Rsyasrnga goes out in search of the
courtesans the next day

Verses 28 — 31: Courtesans bring Rsyasrnga to
Romapada’s court, Santa given in
marriage to Rsyasrnga
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Balakandam (Sarga 11)
Dasaratha brings Rsyasrnga to Ayodhya

30 verses in the Sarga

Verses 01 — 12: Sumantara narrates the story told by sage
Sanatkumara

Verses 13 — 18: Dasaratha reaches Anga, meets
Romapada & exchange pleasantries

Verses 19 — 22: Rsyasrnga agrees to come to Ayodhya

Verses 23 — 26: Dasdaratha reaches Ayodhya with $Santa
and Rsyasrnga

Verses 27 — 30: Santa and Rsyadrnga stays with Dasdaratha
in the palace
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Balakandam (Sarga 12)

Dasaratha orders for sacrificial rites

21 verses in the Sarga

Verses 01 — 03: Dasaratha requests Rsyasrnga to perform
the Yajna and he agrees

Verses 04 — 10: Dasaratha assembles Vasistha, Vamadeva,
Kasyapa, Jabali & other learned men &
informs his desire to perform the Yajna

Verses 11 — 14: Dasaratha requests for preparation for the
Yajia as per rules

Verses 15 — 18: Importance of following rules in
performing such Yajnas

Verses 19 — 21: Sages return to their places
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Performance of Yajna

Rules & Regulations...

AR AR IR |
ST FAThed FATar Il 1.12.15

Let a sacrificial pavilion be constructed on the northern
bank of Sarayu according to prescribed methods ordained
in the 'kalpa' and other scriptures and peace invocations
be done for the unmterrupted completion of the sacrifice.

ST T QJSN%OIUIIN ﬂ%ﬁf&ﬁTl

\

TORTYT el hE! FERAT shaaaH 11 1.12.16

If in this best of sacrifices asvamedha, obstructions and
omissions do not occur it will be possible for the king to

get the results.
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Performance of Yajna
Rules & Regulations...
95 & G ST 5T STERTETT: |
MEae o I3 Gel: ol fo9ara 11 1.12.17

The learned Brahmaraksasas always look out for flaws in
the sacrifice so that they can strike into it. If the sacrifice is

damaged, the doer of the sacrifice will be immediately
destroyed.

T [aTeqel | Sha s IHTe |
A T TshaaT He: shiuleag Il 1.12.18

Therefore let the arrangements be made in a manner by
which this sacrifice is completed in accordance with the

prescriptions in scriptures and you are experts in doing so
B Mahadevan, IIM Bangalore




BalaEana am (Sarga 13)

AsSvamedha begun, Sage Vasistha's
arrangements for Yajha
37 verses in the Sarga

Verses 01 — 05: Dasaratha requests Vasista to take all
responsibilities for performing the Yajna

Verses 06 — 12: Preparations for Yajiia — Resource persons
invited

Verses 13 — 17: Instructions for managing the event
Verses 18 — 26: Extending invitations to other Kings
Verses 27 — 33: Kings arrive, treated with hospitality

Verses 34 — 37: Vasista commands Dasaratha to enter into
the sacrificial place
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Preparations for the Yajna

Resource persons...
o\ 0 (O C_ O O
SEINEEIEYESIEE AR RNERNIBIEGIEE

‘\

T THEATEd g5 IReemHeH Il 1.13.6

cC~ (@ cC_Q o
hHlIdenli=RIcHenxI OI%‘IOIOI"I CECALIEE

*|U|or>||o@|ch|v|2§6rﬁ?3<‘>r FeAaeH I 1.13.7
T YRS e : TEU Gg[ |

Thereafter Vasistha summoned those brahmins who are
experienced in the sacrifice related activities venerable
and righteous architects skilled workers brick makers,
carpenters, diggers, artisans, account keepers, dancers
and actors, men versed in scriptures and honest & well

informed people.
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Preparations for the Yajna

Pu'r'rmg up the required structures...

\

I3ThH HHlsvc =T ST |l 1.13.8
U] 9 RS STSHE AT |

3T Toha=l o =T SgIont~ar: 1 1.13.9

Vasistha addressed them saying, "In accordance with
the king's command let the work of the sacrificial
ceremony be inaugurated. Let thousands of bricks be
brought. Let temporary residential buildings be

erected with all the comforts to accommodate royal
guests."
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Vedic Altars (Examples)
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Preparations for the Yajna

Elaborate infrastructure...
STTRTOTIEA TS hTRTATISTT: |

A_C o

T U e [T U g Hsar: 11 1.13.10

Like that, for accommodating Brahmans hundreds of
sanctified houses be built, well endowed and well
established with very many eatables, foods, and potables.

Y (@ C (@
AT UILSTHEATY shd AT dg [AEANT: |

C A

AT ST of HeeprHogrear: Il 1.13.11

In the same manner let widely spread residential
accommodation be furnished with many items of food
and all kinds of entertainment be provided for people

from other lands.
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Preparations for the Yajna

Infrastructure & Hospitality ...

T USRS S9N |

ST Tateacdehed 7 q eferar 11,1312

In the same way people coming from rural areas also
should be duly, not casually, treated with respect

T T FAT ST ATgai~l Geche: |
= ST TIRBAT HIHshaRme Y Il 1.13.13

People from all castes should be well treated with
respect. There should be no insult to any one through
lust on greed on anger
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Preparations for the Yajna

Hospitality & Service Excellence...
AR HY I UT: TEHTR I TedT&TT |
ASTATY FereISoT g1 Bl FATshAH |l 1.13.14
o O eI Aedd agraS-- o |

People deeply immersed in performing sacrifice related activities
& sculptors be specially honoured according to their nature of
work. All of them should be satisfied with money & food.

7 9& gidted 7 fehraaan@ e |1 1.13.15
T Wel=T: i T e el <Iera |

Every thing should be well managed. In whatever manner you do,
not even the smallest things be left out. Carry out the work with

love and affection in your hearts"
B Mahadevan, IIM Bangalore




