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Elements of Good Governance

e Attributes of the king

e Council of ministers & Advisors
— Skills & Values
— Ethical and moral standards in administration

 Defense & Deterrence
* Town planning

* Metrics for progressive society/living
— Extent of material progress

— Size of the city of Ayodhya
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Balakandam (Sarga 5)
Description of city of Ayodhya

23 verses in the Sarga

Verses 01 — 04: Preamble — about Sagara, Iksvaku,
Ramayana Family

Verses 05 — 11: Description of the physical beauty
of Ayodhya

Verses 12 — 19: Description of the surroundings etc.
Verses 20 — 23: About the people & their attitude

B Mahadevan, IIM Bangalore



Genesis of Ramayanam

9T 9 GTR T Tn u q-—l gid: |
§iE: e AT I I 9daRaT 11 1.5.2

Among them a king named Sagara got the ocean dug

and his sixty thousand sons surrounded him whenever
he went (to battle)

g&qlﬁullll-lc{ ('|[>|| TSl OI?I J-|‘<‘>|<"-|"||‘-I |
HoQCHAHICH 7 THEOTHI ~AAH || 1.5.3

It was from the family of mlghty monarchs with

Iksvaku as its founder and the kings born in that race,
the celebrated epic known as the 'Ramayanam’ arose.

B Mahadevan, IIM Bangalore
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Hear Ramayanam

To know the three purusarthas

co O

qiee IAIsE 9 MigeHed: |
SRR SaeT—Tgza 1l 1.5.4

| shall propagate this Ramayanam, incorporating the
merits of dharma, artha and kama, and complete in all
respects. It deserves to be heard right from the start
without prejudice.

B Mahadevan, IIM Bangalore
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Ayodhya
A Mega City ??

T S T 5 I AT HaTIR
ST AT oo o mHe AT 1l 1.5.7

With well laid out thoroughfares, the beautiful and
prosperous city of Ayodhya extended for twelve yojanas
in length and three yojanas in breadth.

1 Yojana = 8 Miles
Therefore the size of Ayodhya was 96 miles by 24 miles
1 Mile = 1.6 km; Ayodhya = 154 km x 38 km = 5,852 Km?

New York: 11,600 Km?;Tokyo: 8,500 Km?;
Chicago: 7,000 Km?; Boston = 5,000 Km?

B Mahadevan, IIM Bangalore
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Description of the city of Ayodhya

ObOIIdd\{UIOId“ﬂ'%F‘-I <RqoT |
FATA AUl Géri:%ﬁ?qﬁ? 11.5.10

The city where all kinds of artificers lived had arched
outer gateways, well arranged local markets and all
kinds of mstruments and weapons.

Hc\d‘-ll‘l%lH‘-Gll% %II‘-IdI‘-IQC’I&IQ-IIH |

0

SEMSToTEaSTad! ST qqge™ 111.5.11

With matchless splendour, it abounded in eulogists &

genealogists. It contained stately edifices decorated
with flags & hundreds of sataghnis (missiles).

B Mahadevan, IIM Bangalore
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Description of the city of Ayodhya

ITRYRET TSR |
SATSTAROTETOT e : @& |11.5.13

It was enclosed by strong fortifications and a deep
moat. No enemy can ever enter and occupy that city.
It abounded with several elephants and horses, cattle,
camels and mules.

B Mahadevan, IIM Bangalore
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People of Ayodhya

A ¢

leIHHI%S{‘lUIOIIC\Q{IOCIdI |8\’|IT‘|‘-IO|C{[>|Sﬁ LJI{‘I |

TE T AHE T He [Uehod SIS sheer:|
1.5.23

That city (of Ayodhya) was filled with excellent dwijas
performing rituals of sacrificial fire, virtuous and well
versed in the Vedas and Vedangas. They were

generous, truthful and dignified. They were almost
equal to rsis and maharsis.

B Mahadevan, IIM Bangalore
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Balakandam (Sarga 6)

Riches, comfort of people in Dasaratha’s rule

28 verses in the Sarga
Verses 01 — 05: Qualities of Dasaratha in a nutshell

Verses 06 — 14: People, their wealth, behavioural
nractices etc.

Verses 15 — 19: How the 4 varnas lived, what they
oracticed

Verses 20 — 25: Cattle power of Ayodhya
Verses 26 — 28: About Dasaratha’s rule

B Mahadevan, IIM Bangalore



Dasaratha’s attributes
T AT S IS E: |
STHS 9T HeTasTT: URSTHOS TS |l 1.6.1
ZRATH U FaT &Eal a9l |
He(eheal STy efiehy forg[d: 11 1.6.2

From that city of Ayodhya, Dasaratha who was well versed
in Vedas, commanded all resources, farsighted, possessed
great prowess, dear to the inhabitants of towns and
villages, among lksvaku kings, a great charioteer capable
of fighting with many maharathas singlehanded. He
performed many sacrifices & devoted to the practice of

dharma, in full control over his subjects, a great sage, a

royal saint and renowned in the three worlds...
B Mahadevan, IIM Bangalore
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Dasaratha’s attributes

S O N~

®|(’|0|||?|'6<‘|||‘-|>|| |‘-|>|0|||*0||\3'|<'||“S{q |

TrY TS U ATITIBROSE0aH: 1| 1.6.3
AT FTHE TS Ao & TRRTeT |
AT SIRAT ST TGS | 1.6.4

From that city of Ayodhya, king Dasaratha ruled the
world following the tradition of Manu who was a
highly powerful protector of the people. He was
mighty, a destroyer of enemies, had scores of good
friends, had perfect control over his senses, wealthy

and rich with other accumulated possessions. In

riches, he was comparable to Indra and Kubera.
B Mahadevan, IIM Bangalore
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People were clean, well dressed...

ATHUEHAT AT TSl ACTANTE |
TSt AeTag T ATeg fa=rd 11.6.10

In the city, there was none without ear ornaments,
without coronet, without wearing garlands and none

enjoyer of lowly things, none unclean and none
without the anointment of fragrant on the body.

B Mahadevan, IIM Bangalore
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People — their skills, interests etc.

\

AT AIeh! 7 HISTEY: |
2 N o (@ N
AT 7 ATS TR AagT-aerd aa |l 1.6.14

That time there was no atheist, no liar and none ignorant
of the sastras. There was no one who was jealous,

incompetent or illiterate.
0\ “\

IS CERIR BRI IR R
7 & fereta o Sfaar arsfu sg= 11 1.6.15

There was none who was not well versed in the Vedangas
or who did not perform religious vows. There was not

even one who would not donate in thousands. There was
no one distracted or depressed.

B Mahadevan, IIM Bangalore
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Balakandam (Sarga 7)

Dasaratha’'s Court (Ministers)

22 verses in the Sarga

Verses 01 — 04: Description of the ministers

Verses 05 — 11: Ministers’ values, skills & behaviour
Verses 12 — 15: About the people of Ayodhya

Verses 16 — 17: Ministers’s values, skills & behavior
continued...

Verses 18 — 22: King Dasaratha’s rule with the help
of ministers

B Mahadevan, IIM Bangalore
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Dasaratha’s wise counsel

GIESTE ToSTARGgT FIaTe®: |
3TSTeh! H=UToTY FHHLEAIS Ward 1 1.7.3

The eight ministers were Dhristi, Jayanta, Vijaya,
Siddhartha, Arthasadhaka, Asoka, Mantrapala and
Sumantra.

R o A o A
Fafcarstl GTaTTHdT TS S Tl |
IO IHESY A=0TY a1l 1.7.4

He had two well chosen excellent rishis, Vasistha and
Vamadeva, as family priests besides some other

counsellors.
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Dasaratha’s Ministers

Qualifications !

(@ N

TTITToTT G IH=T: I FAdSaT: |
ST g TETHRSTEAST aiashdr: 1l 1.7.5
I ATUTedT: LTI |

ST ST RETYSTTHINoT: 1l 1.7.6

(o

They were well educated & deemed unjust acts
shameful. They were renowned, proficient, versed in
sastras, wealthy & magnanimous. They had their
senses restrained, their deeds were in accordance
with their words, & acted with determination. They
were brilliant, forgiving & reputed and always spoke

With d Smile. B Mahadevan, IIM Bangalore
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Minister’s behavior

Moral & Ethical standards in punishment
FHITCT FATERY Aeay g |

STHeRTCT o 530S YRAGEIA=y 1 1.7.8
They knew how to deal (with people). They were true

to their friends. They used to impose appropriate
punishment even on their own sons.

FHITHSTETT IThT T o IR |
3fed =My Y&y = [aieeRgusd 1l 1.7.9
They were experts in replenishing the exchequer & in

collecting the army. They never inflicted punishment
even on those who were not their well wishers, if they

didinot,commit any,offen e Ty ——
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Balakandam (Sarga 8)

Dasaratha’'s desire for son

24 verses in the Sarga

Verses 01 — 04: Dasaratha’s desire to perform
, calls for counsel

Verses 05 — 12: Obtains their blessings, horse
released

Verses 13 — 21: Orders that preparations be made
as per sastra

Verses 22 — 23: Informs wives about the decision,
asks them also to observe ?ﬁ&ﬂ

B Mahadevan, IIM Bangalore
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Kamesti
Importance of rules
ASe IJYHTIH IMEIGE HHUT |
2 TR hTH FhgAoremddr | 1.8.9

| intend to perform a sacrifice in accordance with the
scriptures. How can | fulfil my desire in this regard? You
may deliberate and find a solution

AR AR IR Hi i |
ST AT TAThed FATare || 1.8.15

On the northern bank of Sarayu, a sacrificial pavilion be
prepared according to the methods ordained in the
'Kalpa'. Auspicious rites be performed in accordance with
the ordinance for its uninterrupted completion.

B Mahadevan, IIM Bangalore




